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Overview

• An information report on the proposed boundary review for Vincent Massey 
Public School was presented to Trustees at the December 4, 2023, Board 
Meeting.
• The purpose of the report was to initiate this consultation process to gather 

community input on a proposed revised boundary for Vincent Massey PS.
• The scenario under consideration is provided on the following slides for 

community input.
• A Virtual Public Meeting will be held to solicit public input on December 12, 

2023, at 7pm. Notices of this meeting will be provided on DDSB’s and affected 
schools’ websites (Vincent Massey PS, Gordon B Attersley PS, Pierre Elliott 
Trudeau PS).
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Overview, Continued

• The Board Report, PowerPoint presentation, and a survey will be posted 
to the Board website and are accessible through the affected schools’ 
websites.

• Staff will collect feedback until January 12, 2024, through:
• email at VMPSBoundaryReview@ddsb.ca
• phone 905-666-6473
• survey at:  https://survey.sogolytics.com/r/CncU8t  

• All input will be summarized in the February 20, 2024, 
Recommendation Report to Trustees.
• Trustees will make a decision at the February 2024 Board Meeting.

mailto:VMPSBoundaryReview@ddsb.ca
https://survey.sogolytics.com/r/CncU8t


Boundary Review
• Vincent Massey PS, located at 211 Harmony Road North, is experiencing 

enrolment pressures within the existing enrolment boundary of the school:
• Vincent Massey PS (VMPS) is located on a 6.98-acre site that is long and 

narrow with one frontage onto Harmony Road North.
• The school has a Ministry Rated Capacity (MRC) of 441 pupil places.
• VMPS has experienced and continues to experience a regeneration of 

the neighbourhood, with new families moving into the area.
• There are also pockets of new residential development adding to the 

enrolment pressures at the school.



Boundary Review Continued 2
• For the 2022-2023 school year, VMPS had 8 portables on site to accommodate 

its enrolment. 
• As of October 2023, the school was operating at 178% utilization.

• Utilization compares the enrolment at the school to the Ministry of 
Education’s Rated Capacity of the school.

• For the current school year 4 additional portables were added to the site (total 
of 12), as well as the use of library for regular classroom instruction.

• For the 2024-2025 school year, It is projected that there will be a need for a total 
of 16 portables on site to accommodate the enrolment.
• Given the limited number of portables available, it may not be possible to 

increase the number of portables for the coming school year.



Boundary Review Continued 3
• Given the larger school enrolment there has been increased traffic and safety 

concerns on and around the site, including the adjacent school, Eastdale CVI.
• The two schools are in a campus setting that allows for sharing driveways and 

parking.
• A recent traffic review has identified congestion from Vincent Massey PS utilizing 

Eastdale CVI.
• The result is a bottleneck of traffic onto Adelaide Avenue, from the Eastdale 

CVI site due to drop off/pick up of VMPS students.
• The traffic congestion has been timed at 35 minutes to exit Eastdale CVI’s 

site, blocking access points to the secondary school.
• Additionally, parents/children from VMPS were witnessed dodging through 

traffic to access their cars on the Eastdale CVI site.



Vincent Massey PS Enrolment



Proposed Scenario For Consultation
• For September 2024, it is proposed that all Junior Kindergarten to Grade 7 

students residing west of Autumnwood Trail; south and east of Harmony 
Conservation Area and north of the middle of Margate Drive attend Gordon 
B Attersley PS.

• Current Grade 7 students would be given the choice to remain at Vincent 
Massey PS and graduate with their peers or attend Gordon B Attersley PS 
for their graduating year.

• More information on this option is provided in the following slides.



Vincent Massey PS and 
Gordon B Attersely PS Existing Enrolment Boundaries



Vincent Massey PS and 
Gordon B Attersely PS Proposed Enrolment Boundaries



Proposed Scenario Considerations for VMPS
• Based on the proposed scenario, Vincent Massey PS is projected to decrease to approximately 8 

portables for the 2024-2025 school year and subsequent years.

City of Oshawa

MRC: 441

Total Enrolment Utilization
Portables 
Needed * Total Enrolment Utilization

Portables 
Needed**

October 2022 658 149% 8

October 2023 (actuals) 787 178% 12

October 2024 703 159% 16 629 143% 8

October 2025 703 159% 16 618 140% 8

October 2026 706 160% 16 616 140% 8

October 2027 705 160% 16 616 140% 8

Impact on Enrolment with Boundary Adjustment

* 2024 - 2027 Portable needs based upon actual increased enrolment - increase of approx. 100 students requiring an additional 4 portables

**Portable needs assumes that with portable shortage library will be utilized for classroom space.



Proposed Scenario Considerations For VMPS 2
• VMPS experienced a 14% increase in 2023 enrolment compared to projected data. 2024 to 

2027 current portables and projected data reflects that increase (chart slide 13).

• Given the limited available portables across the system it is projected that VMPS will 
continue to utilize its library for classroom space. If additional portables become available, it 
would result in 1 additional portable in place for the school.

• In the proposed scenario, students from the VMPS area, would attend Gordon B. Attersley 
PS (GBAPS). Current Grade 7 students (in Grade 8 for 2024-25), preparing to enter secondary 
school may want to graduate with their peers.  They have the option to attend VMPS or 
GBAPS for the 2024-2025 school. The data presented on the following slides assumes these 
students would remain at VMPS. 
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Proposed Scenario Considerations for GBAPS



Other Boundary Scenarios Examined
• Realign the Enrolment boundaries between Vincent Massey PS and Coronation PS

• Coronation PS is a 377-pupil place dual track school offering JK to Grade 8 Regular program 
and Grade 4 to Grade 8 Gifted program on a 6.8-acre site.

• The October 2023 preliminary enrolment was 454, a utilization of 120%.
• Coronation PS is the overflow school for Northern Dancer PS which is unable to accommodate 

additional students as it is at its portable maximum.
• The library at Coronation PS is currently being utilized for classroom space. Renovations of the 

library have had to been delayed for the past two years to accommodate this alternative use 
of the space. Library renovations are now scheduled to occur for the 2024-2025 school year.

• For the reasons noted above there is insufficient space to accommodate additional students 
at Coronation PS.



Other Boundary Scenarios Examined 2
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• Realign the Enrolment boundaries between Vincent Massey PS and Harmony 
Heights PS
• Harmony Heights PS is a 317-pupil place JK to Grade 8 Regular program school 

on a 5-acre site.
• The bus loop is small, and expansion would interfere with the existing cross 

walk and is limited by location of the main hydro service. There is no option to 
create a secondary drop off on the north side due to steep grades.

• The parking lot is maximized and the site does not lend itself to creating a 
turn-around space for cars.

• For the reasons noted above Harmony Heights PS site does not have sufficient 
space to expand its boundary/add students.



Other Boundary Scenarios Examined 3
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• Realign the Enrolment boundaries between Vincent Massey PS and Pierre Elliott 
Trudeau PS
• Pierre Elliott Trudeau PS is a 495-pupil place JK to Grade 8 Regular program 

school with an October 2023 preliminary enrolment of 726, a utilization rate of 
147%.

• For the 2023-2024 school year there are 8 portables on site to accommodate the 
in-boundary enrolment.

• A small block south of Taunton Road, being held at Gordon B Attersley PS is 
proposed by staff to be part of Pierre Elliott Trudeau PS home boundary for 
future students.

• Given the current and projected enrolment at Pierre Elliott Trudeau PS there is 
insufficient space to accommodate additional students.



VMPS School Community Concerns
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• With increased enrolment at VMPS there has been concerns with increased traffic 
and congestion on and off site at Vincent Massey PS and the adjacent Eastdale CVI.

• Facilities Services staff have been out to the site to review traffic and have retained 
an independent consultation to conduct a review and look at alternative solutions to 
address:
• Traffic on Harmony Road North, entering onto the Eastdale CVI property (used 

by Vincent Massey PS).
• Traffic leaving the Eastdale CVI property bottlenecking while waiting to make a 

left turn onto Adelaide Avenue East.
• The increasing number of portables on site reduces play area.
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Considerations
• DDSB recognizes that good mental health is an important foundation for achievement and 

well-being.
• Schools are an ideal place for mental health promotion, the prevention of mental health 

concerns, and the early identification of mental health concerns through school-based 
prevention and intervention services. Schools provide students with the knowledge and 
skills to be aware of, care for, and advocate for their own mental health and well-being.

• Changes because of the proposed boundary shifts will be a transition for students and 
families. With this on mind, the mental health and well-being of students and their 
caregivers who may be affected by these changes are among the district's leading 
considerations. 

• DDSB will be intentional in the transition supports for all students impacted by the 
change.  Relationship building and facilitating a sense of school community, connectedness 
and belonging across all learning spaces will be key commitments throughout this process. 
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Considerations 2
• Durham Student Transportation Services (DSTS) identify safe walking routes for all schools.

• Under the DSTS Transportation Policy, students residing more than 1.6 km from their 
designated school of attendance would be eligible for school bus transportation.

• The number of school buses that may be required for the realigned VMPS and expanded 
GBAPS enrolment boundaries will be determined by DSTS, should the boundary realignment 
be approved. 

• Should the Board of Trustees approve this proposed Boundary realignment in February 2024 
for implementation in September 2024, there will be sufficient time for decisions, that 
impact staffing of VMPS and GBAPS, to be made.  



• A residential block, located south of  Taunton Road, including the streets: MacInally Court, Glenbourne Drive and 
Benson Street, has been holding at GBAPS since the area was developed.

• The block is within PETPS boundary; however, at the time of the development of this land the PETPS was unable 
to accommodate due to enrolment pressures. 

• The block is transported to GBAPS and is within walking distance to PETPS.  There are currently approximately 
12 students attending GBAPS from this area.

• It is proposed that the block be added to the PETPS boundary area as of the 2024-2025 school year. Students 
and their siblings currently residing within this area and attending GBAPS, will be given the option to remain 
at GBAPS with transportation or attend PETPS as of September 2024. Any new families registering, pending 
Board of Trustee approval, will attend PETPS.

• This boundary revision allows families to attend school within their home school boundary.

Gordon B Attersley PS Holding



Gordon B Attersley PS Holding Map



• There will be a number of opportunities to provide and receive input:

• Your input is invaluable to the DDSB and will be included in the Final Recommendation 
Report.

• The Final Recommendation Report will take into consideration all community input 
presented to the Board of Trustees on February 20, 2024, where the Trustees will be 
considering the recommendation resulting from this consultation.

• Community Consultation from December 5, 2023, to January 12, 2024.
• Input to be received through various avenues: 

• SCC Executive Meeting – December 6, 2023
• Virtual Public Meeting - December 12, 2023
• Email, voicemail and survey  
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Communication Plan



• The following are available at: https://www.ddsb.ca/en/about-ddsb/boundary-
and-program-reviews.aspx. 

• Information Report to the Board of Trustees dated December 4, 2023
• PowerPoint Presentation dated December 5, 2023
• Newsletter (also available on the three schools’ websites)
• A Virtual Public Meeting will be held on December 12, 2023, at 7:00 pm to solicit 

public input.
• More information will be provided on DDSB’s and the three schools’ websites.
• Anyone wishing to participate in the Virtual Public Meeting is requested to 

register in advance to share their input and view the public meeting. Please visit 
DDSB’s website to register.
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Communication Plan Continued

https://www.ddsb.ca/en/about-ddsb/boundary-and-program-reviews.aspx
https://www.ddsb.ca/en/about-ddsb/boundary-and-program-reviews.aspx


• Staff will collect feedback until January 12, 2024, via: 

• Email at VMPSBoundaryReview@ddsb.ca

• Phone line  905-666-6473

• Survey at: https://survey.sogolytics.com/r/CncU8t
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Communication Plan Continued 2

mailto:VMPSBoundaryReview@ddsb.ca
https://survey.sogolytics.com/r/CncU8t


• The information contained in this presentation together 
with community input that is received will be included 
in a final report to Trustees.

• The final recommendation report will be presented to 
Trustees at the February 20, 2024, Board Meeting.

• The report will summarize all feedback collected and 
provide a recommendation on the boundary 
realignments for Trustees’ consideration.
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Conclusion



End Of Presentation
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