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Message

from PIC Co-Chairs

Spring has arrived and it is a time when we
are feeling more active and taking the time
to enjoy the outdoors. Our children, who may
have been quite anxious and stressed this
past winter, will benefit from time spent in
nature. So schedule in time to get outdoors
and allow the change in environment to
make your stress disappear.
This is also the time of year that many
schools are making use of the PRO Grant
funding and have organized various
programs for their community’s benefit.
Make sure to check out what will be
happening via your school’s SCC.
Also, this year many schools are organizing
in person graduation celebrations for our
students. Hopefully these programs will
provide long lasting, positive memories for
our grads as they embark on a new chapter in
their lives.
Take care,

PIC Co-Chairs
Huma Choudhary & Jim Van Allen

De-Streaming &
Inclusive Grade 9
In July of 2020, the Ontario government announced
changes that would help break down barriers
for Indigenous, Black, and racialized students
and provide all students with equal opportunities
to succeed. As part of this action, the province
announced that they would move forward with
the elimination of applied level courses in Grade
9. De-streaming began this year with Grade 9
Mathematics. Next year the Ministry of Education
will be implementing a new De-streamed Science
course. Other than in particular situations
where a student may be accessing certain locally
developed curriculum, Grade 9 students will also
be required to take Academic only courses in
English, Geography and French.
Available on ddsb.ca is a resource called “What
Families Want to Know about De-streaming and
Inclusive Grade 9”. It is a six-page resource
which provides an overview of De-streaming,
the Inclusive Grade 9 program, who is able to
help you with the course selection process,
information about locally developed courses,
and supports available in Grade 9.

Parenting The New Teen in the
Age of Anxiety
The Parent Involvement Committee’s
Speaker Series is excited to announce
that we have arranged for Dr. John
Duffy to speak at our next event,
scheduled for Thursday, May 5 from
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Dr. Duffy will speak about “Parenting The
New Teen in the Age of Anxiety”, a topic
that is on everyone’s mind as we welcome
our students back from the disruptions
of the past two years. Learn more and
register at http://bit.ly/3J8WUTV.
For more information about Dr. Duffy, visit
https://drjohnduffy.com.

Durham Partners
Caring-Collaborating-Co-Learning
FREE VIRTUAL CONFERENCE

BUILDING POSITIVE RELATIONSHIPS
Tuesday, May 17, 2022 - 6:00PM-8:00PM

REGISTER NOW FOR FREE!
bit.ly/37xrWrS

FREE PIZZA
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Outdoor

Family Fun!
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Connect with nearby
nature through these
engaging resources!
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How to Join and Support Your School
Community Council (SCC)
The Durham District School Board (DDSB)
recognizes the importance of partnership with
parents and guardians in creating positive
learning environments to ensure student
achievement and well-being.
The School Community Council (SCC) is an
advisory body that makes recommendations
to the Principal to further student achievement
and well-being and support ongoing parent
engagement between the school and families.
Watch this video to understand why SCC
members want to get involved, what the SCC
does, and why should you get involved.
To join the SCC as a voting member at your
school, contact the school Principal. You will need
to fill out a nomination form in September.

All members of the SCC are elected within the
first 30 days of the school year.

School Community Council Handbook
Read the Durham
District School Board
School Community
Council Handbook for
more information about
SCC organizational
guidelines, tools, and
resources. You can also
visit the Ministry of
Education's website for
more information about
school councils.

Supporting Parents as Partners in Education E-Newsletter • MAY 2022

pg. 3

Catch-Up

on School-Based
Vaccinations
The Durham Region Health
Department (DRHD) is
holding Catch-Up School
Based Immunization
Clinics for a limited
time and will be offering
vaccines that have not
been available through
the school immunization
program the last two years.
Vaccines will be offered against Meningitis (Men-C-ACYW135), Hepatitis B (Hep-B), and Human
Papilloma Virus (HPV) to eligible Grade 7-12 students. To book an appointment, please visit the
Durham Region booking portal at: durham.ca/immunizationclinics.
For more information about students’ immunization clinics in Durham Region, questions about
vaccines or questions regarding a student’s vaccination status call Durham Health Connection Line
at 905-668-2020 or 1-800-841-2729, or visit durham.ca/immunizationclinics.
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