STEPS TO SUCCESS IN PHASE TWO
(April 6 – May 4)

The Ministry of Education acknowledges that Growing Success:
Assessment, Evaluation and Reporting in Ontario Schools, 2010
is the province’s assessment, evaluation and reporting policy.
In recognition of the current circumstances of
Distance Learning, elements of this policy
have been adjusted to support educators and students.

ACCESS DURING PHASE TWO
For this month, as we begin phase two and adjust to Distance Learning our goal
as a board is to deploy technology to as many students as possible, being mindful that
we may not reach everyone right away. We will do our best to support all families but
understand that several families are without internet or devices and may not be able to
connect as readily as others. Teachers will take this into consideration as they begin
their initial learning reach outs during this phase. Every attempt will be made to ensure
that students without digital access have access to some type of learning materials and
teachers will be informed of the content of these materials.

ELEMENTARY ASSESSMENT
•

Teachers will use assessment for learning (formative assessment) to gather
evidence of how students are progressing in their learning and provide feedback to
their students to support their continuous and ongoing learning.

SECONDARY ASSESSMENT & EVALUATION
•
•
•
•

Teachers will assign learning tasks, projects and culminating activities for
both formative and summative purposes.
Teachers will communicate results of these marked assignments to students.
Results will be used by teachers to inform students’ final course marks.
Marks should represent the most accurate reflection of student work, based
on what is reasonable and in the best interest of students during this time.

Please remember that assessments and timelines should reflect the number of
hours of learning per course and need to be flexible to the needs and
circumstances of students and families during distance learning.

EQUITABLE LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES and OUTCOMES
Distance Learning may create both opportunities and challenges to connect with
learners with diverse strengths and needs. During the time of school closure:
• not all students will have the same access to learning time and resources;
• some students may require additional or specialized resources, support or services
to access learning;
• teachers will consider students’ individual strengths, needs and circumstances to
support equitable learning outcomes and to assess learning to determine a grade;
• the intention of Distance Learning is to keep students engaged in learning while
understanding that not all of the Overall Expectations can be demonstrated;
• students who demonstrated higher results while in-class should have their in-class
assessments honoured;
• no student’s assessment will be negatively impacted because of school closures or
challenges with accessing Distance Learning during the pandemic.

ELEMENTARY and SECONDARY
During Distance Learning both
elementary and secondary teachers
will use assessment for learning to
provide students with feedback on
their learning.

During Distance Learning,
secondary teachers may
use various means to
gather
evidence
of
student learning to assign the final grade. Although it may be difficult, at this time, to
engage in usual in-class observations, teachers may look to gather evidence of learning
through conversations with students and through smaller products recognizing the
individual circumstances and needs of students.

The above examples represent various forms of assessment that can be used to
collect evidence of student learning. Please note that while many of the options
listed can be used during Distance Learning others may pose logistical challenges.

ELEMENTARY STUDENTS (YEAR-END ONLY)
• Final grades and marks: teachers will
use the evaluation information
gathered before March 13th.
• Best interests of students: when a
student has shown progress during
Distance Learning teachers are
encouraged to use this evidence of
learning in their determination of
final grades.
• Learning Skills & Work Habits: should
reflect information gathered before
March 13th.
• Report Card Comments: teachers
should choose to include comments on
the final report card if they feel that
doing so would support the student’s
progress.
• Kindergarten Communication of Learning: will be based on the educator’s
observations of key learning and growth in learning prior to March 13th. Educators
may choose to include comments on growth in learning demonstrated during the
school closure period when it is to the child’s benefit.

SECONDARY STUDENTS
In alignment with Growing Success, teachers will use their knowledge of
curriculum expectations, context, evidence of learning, and methods of
instruction and assessment to support their students during distance learning.
Mid-year marks for all students, in all courses, will be captured
in our student information system called PowerSchool.
This captured mark will ensure that all courses for graduating students are recorded
for post-secondary application purposes and for the various half credits running across the system.

The requirement to issue a mid-year report cards for all secondary students,
including graduating students, is suspended for this year.
DETERMINING MID-YEAR MARKS FOR GRADUATING STUDENTS
• Teachers may use evidence that reflects work completed prior to the school
closure period (March 13th), as well as provide opportunity for students to submit
a missed and/or additional assignment to demonstrate their learning.
Marks should represent the most accurate reflection of student work,
based on what is reasonable and in the best interests of students
during this extenuating time.
FINAL REPORT CARDS FOR SECONDARY STUDENTS
• Report Cards: Final report cards are required for all secondary students.
• Learning Skills & Work Habits: reporting on Learning Skills and Work Habits
should reflect information gathered before March 13th.
• Report Card Comments: teachers should include
comments on the final report card.
The Report Card information for both elementary
and secondary reflects the most recent direction
from the Ministry of Education. As further
information is made available it will be shared
with the system.

As always, and especially
during Distance Learning, we want
to ensure that we exercise fairness
relating to the individual needs
and circumstances of students and
families. We want students to
know that they will be supported
during Distance Learning and will
not be penalized because of their
circumstances.

Further information will be shared soon relating to those students who require
accommodations, modifications or are accessing alternate expectations as outlined
on their Individual Education Plan (IEP) as it relates to assessment and evaluation.

